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Critique Extravaganza!
And Board Elections!

Tuesday, November 11th
UCC Meeting Hall, 6:30 pm

11245 Los Osos Valley Rd. in SLO
! It’s another Critique Extravaganza! One of the 
greatest values of participating in a critique process is 
that you get to hear a variety of perspectives and 
learn by what other writers do right—and not so 
right. You also learn how to give critiques and how to 
receive them. 
! This is a friendly and interactive, hands-on 
meeting. Members and guests are encouraged to 
bring 250-500 words (strict limit) to read aloud for 
feedback. Sign-ups begin at 6:15 pm, and will be 
read on a first-come/first-served basis. There will be 
volunteers available for those who do not wish to 
read their own work.
! We’ll hear and critique as many pieces as time 
allows. Our experienced panel of Terry Sanville, 
Sharyl Heber, Mark Arnold and Susan Tuttle will 
give comments to the reader, and we’ll hear from the 
general NW membership as well. 
! This is a fabulous way to improve your skills! 
Don't be shy! Bring your work to share. The feedback 
will be encouraging, informative and fun! (SLO NW 
Critique Groups are a NW Members-Only Benefit. 
They offer feedback in a supportive environment. For 
critique guidelines and information, visit our website 
at www.slonightwriters.org or contact Janice 
Konstantinidis: jkon50@gmail.com.
  ! Please limit your piece for this meeting to 
500 words max.
! It’s also board voting time. Be sure to mark 
your ballot when you arrive. Results will be 
revealed before the meeting ends. See you there!

http://www.slonightwriters.org/
http://www.slonightwriters.org/
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
It’s Always Brewing

! I sat down the other night and just knocked out a short story of 
about nine hundred words, then took an extra hour to edit it down to 
six hundred and forty five. Well, sort of! On the surface, it sounds great. 
It’s the kind of thing non-writers actually believe and a lot of writers 
would like to believe. So let’s back up and break it down a bit, shall we?
! I have been on the planet for, um, a long time now. I am a 
reasonably intelligent person. I’ve done many different things to make a 

living and for enjoyment. I’ve traveled extensively. I’ve read enough books to fill the Library 
of Congress. I have had ideas brewing in my head since I was in high school. The basic 
premise of my new story’s been in my head for years. It began to take form a couple of weeks 
ago and has been gestating ever since. So much for just “knocking it out,” if you catch my 
drift.
! Dickens was driven by the crassness of the society around him. Tolkien claimed he had 
not written Lord of the Rings as a metaphor for the World War in which he had fought, and 
that his background in linguistics, ancient history and mythology—of course—had no 
bearing on his work. In both cases, these writers, just as many before and after them, had 
always carried a head full of brewing information and ideas.
! The odd concept of writers’ block might not be quite what we all seem to believe it is. 
We understand how to dress a character; know them from how they walk and talk to how 
they pull on one ear when perplexed. It is the same process as dressing ourselves to go out 
into the world. We do not pull on our socks over the shoes we have just laced up. By the same 
token, we do not allow our Ichabod Crane character to rumble through a speech in a Richard 
Burton voice. We know what fits together because it has been brewing for a long time. The 
blockage is not a matter of being blank so much as teasing the elements from that brew pot.
! Sometimes the elements are all right there, but they will not coalesce into the correct 
storyline, so that you keep drifting off the story arc, or the characters do not come to life. The 
best thing may well be to go back to your original plot and characters, then sit and trace them 
further to find that original spark. It could be quite surprising to find that another idea has 
entered the stream without you realizing it and so diverted your story.
! The human mind is always brewing. If you do not seize control and focus the 
elements, the power of that constant brew is bound to throw you off course. At times that 
could actually be beneficial. There may emerge an even better course for the story to take. A 
brand new character might step forward to take the place of a troublesome one who did not 
work well. 
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Robert E. Howard told interviewers that Conan, the Barbarian simply wrote himself, 
allowing Howard to practically take dictation in writing his sweeping adventures. The 
famous Texas recluse dreamed of and read about daring historical themes, populated with 
larger-than-life figures. His correspondence with another, even more mysterious recluse 
fueled his exotic plots. He was heard by neighbors to yell and scream in different voices, 
stomping around his house, acting out various scenes. That is a lot of brewing at work. It 
certainly was not taking dictation.

The point is to realize that you do not need to create new worlds and people from 
whole cloth. You have all the elements, always brewing, right there inside you. What you 
have to do is listen and allow yourself to trust that which comes forward. Then begins the 
work of shaping it for your purposes. 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Excelsior,
! Dennis

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

Have YOU NW-Blogged Today?
! Be sure to check out our Blog for information, insights, encouragement, connections, 
etc.  You’ll find writing prompts, ideas, encouragements and lots more. Feel free to leave a 
comment on any of our posts. And join us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn, too!

Join us on our Blog: www.slonightwriters.com
You can also access the blog from our website: www.slonightwriters.org. And make sure your 
bio and book listing is up-to-date on our website. As we continue to grow and gain an 
international reputation, your social media presence grows right along with us. 

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
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NightWriters “Round Tables”
Our Round Tables will take a hiatus for November, since the general meeting is a 

Critique Night Presentation. And in December, we will be having a Holiday Get-together, 
so we will not have Round Tables at that general meeting, either.

But never fear, Round Tables will return in January of 2015. We will kick off the 
New Year with a Critique Round Table featuring Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold, and a 
Scenes Presentation Table on how to vary your scene structures to make your stories come 
alive. This presentation will be a prelude to our first Writing Clinic in February 2015, that 
will focus on scene and scene structure. See you in January at 5:15!

Flash Fiction/Flash Literature is a hugely growing genre in today’s market. But 
how do you find out more about Flash, especially the all-important Flash Markets and 
Flash Contests?

Here’s a newsletter devoted to markets, contests, and publishing news for short-
short literature 1,500 words or fewer (including flash fiction, short-short fiction, prose 
poetry, haibun, flash memoirs, flash creative nonfiction, flash plays). Edited by Pamelyn 
Casto, the Flash Fiction Flash Newsletter contains articles and links for such subjects as: 
Editor’s Notes; Flash Literature Markets (paying); Flash Literature Contests/Awards; 
Contests from the Last Issue (Still Open); Flash Literature Publishing News; How to Send 
Your Flash Fiction/Flash Literature News, and best of all, Pam Casto’s own informative 
articles on Flash Fiction.

To subscribe, send an email to: FlashFictionFlash-Subscribe@yahoogroups.com
This is one newsletter that’s well worth receiving, especially if you write or are 

considering writing flash fiction/flash literature. Not only will you receive the latest in 
Flash Fiction news and contests, but you can also submit news of any flash pieces that you 
get accepted to other venues.

Flash Fiction Flash 
Newsletter

mailto:FlashFictionFlash-Subscribe@yahoogroups.com
mailto:FlashFictionFlash-Subscribe@yahoogroups.com


NW  WORDSMITHS     NOVEMBER 2014

Page 5

KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
! Judythe Guarnera’s story, “We Did Our Best,” has been selected from thousands of 
entries to be included in a new Chicken Soup for the Soul anthology, The Power of Forgiveness. 
The book will be available in bookstores December 16, 2014, just in time for Christmas gift 
giving. Judythe was previously published in another Chicken Soup anthology, the 20th 
Anniversary Edition, Reader’s Choice, Stories that Changed Your Lives.

Terry Sanville's flash fiction story "South of Nepenthe" will appear in an upcomming issue of 
"Black Denim Lit," an online and print magazine that publishes thoughtful literary fiction.

Terry Sanville's short story "Sugar 'n Spice" will appear in the Winter 2015 edition of "The 
MacGuffin," a literary print journal published by Schoolcraft College in Livonia, Michigan.

Lynne Diane Smith was one of three winners in the Lit Reactor Flash Fiction Smashdown. 
The inspiration: tell tales of how you plan to TAKE OVER THE WORLD. Diane’s entry?  
Young Sheeple "Wasn't it Hitler who said, 'He alone who owns the youth, gains the future'?" 
"I don't know who said it, but I've done it," said Mr. Zuckerberg. Congratulations, Diane!

Beryl Reichenberg will be signing her new book Clowning Around and demonstrating how 
to make an accordion book at Art After Dark on November 7 from 6 to 9 at the Gallery at the 
Network in San Luis Obispo. Beryl will also be signing Clowning Around at Whiz Kids Toy 
Store on lower Higuera next to Trader Joe’s on November 8 from 11 to 1.

Three more of the Write It Right series—#2, POV; #3, Plot, Dialogue; and #4, Scenes, Voice/
Style—have just been launched by Susan Tuttle. These invaluable little workbooks on writing 
fiction and creative nonfiction are available in print from Amazon.com, or directly from 
CreateSpace.com, along with the first of the series, (#1, Character, Setting, Story). Look for 
them at the November meeting.

Children's book author Heidi Gill was among fifteen well-known authors who spoke at the 
62nd Annual Breakfast With the Authors put on by the Santa Barbara County Office of 
Education. Congratulations, Heidi.

Dennis Eamon Young’s article on the luncheon honoring World War II veterans, along with 
photos of the event, appeared in all three of Tolosa Press’ papers on November 5, the SLO City 
News, Bay News and Coast News.
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Tolosa Press Call for 
Holiday Submissions

Dear NightWriters,

! You may not know yet what to ask Santa for this year, but you should 
know that we would like to help you get published. Tolosa Press is interested in 
featuring the SLO NightWriters' winter holidays stories in their papers. They are 
asking for pieces for each week in November and December. 
! If you want to give it a try, don't hesitate and start writing. It takes time 
for your submissions to go through all the steps that the Editorial Committee has devised to 
assure that the work we submit to Tolosa has been vetted and carefully edited. 

Deadlines:
! ! Christmas—December 1st
! ! New Year's—December 1st 

! To be eligible to submit, your NightWriter dues must be current. 
! Word limit (strict):  500 - 650

! The Tolosa Press Publisher prefers pieces that grab the readers and keep them 
interested until the end. Short stories and creative nonfiction (that reads like fiction) with 
human interest are preferred. For submissions guidelines, visit our website: http://
slonightwriters.org/page-1780155.
! Tolosa Kudos: Dennis Eamon Young’s chilling Halloween story appeared in all three 
Tolosa editions on October 29. Congratulations, Dennis!

! With thanks,
! Andrea Chmelik
! chmelik.andrea@gmail.com

! “When I’m writing a novel, I’m dealing with a double life. I live in the 
present at the same time that I live in the past with my characters. It is this that 
makes a novelist so eccentric and unpleasant.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~J.P. Marquand

http://slonightwriters.org/page-1780155
http://slonightwriters.org/page-1780155
http://slonightwriters.org/page-1780155
http://slonightwriters.org/page-1780155
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Our New Venue for All NW Meetings
! SLO NightWriters has moved. That’s right, we’ve already outgrown our last meeting 
place. Your board searched high and low and found just the perfect place for our meetings. We 
christened it at the October meeting and discovered that it will meet our needs perfectly, 
giving us privacy and a warm feeling of camaraderie. 
! Please note that there will be no Round Tables for our November and December 
meetings. The Round Tables will resume after the first of the new year. Our meeting in 
November will begin at 6:30 pm, but if you would like to bring up to 500 words to read for the 
Critique Night, you need to sign in between 6:15 and 6:30 pm. Entries will be read and 
critiqued on a first-come/first-served basis.
! So plan to join us at our new venue: the United Church of Christ Meeting Hall, 11245 
Los Osos Valley Road, San Luis Obispo, CA, 93401. Take the 101 North or South to the Los 
Osos/Baywood exit. Come out Los Osos Valley Road past Madonna Road and Royal Way. 
The Hall is on the left just past Oceannaire. Huge parking lot will accommodate everyone 
who wants to attend our meetings.

UCC Meeting Hall

Madonna Road
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The November NW Online 

Book Club Selection 

! In November we are offering you romance, suspense 
and humor all in one!
! The Pope Goes Speed Dating,written by Tom L. Snow, 
is a contemporary romantic comedy set in Australia that 
explores how the life of a young woman is turned on its 
head by an unexpected inheritance of a lifelong 
endowment and a mansion on Bondi Beach—all she has to 
do is permanently engage the services of her late 
grandfather’s English butler. 
! The novel is a humorous, yet poignant, romp 
through the triumphs and mishaps of Summer Pennington 
and her close-knit group of friends whose lives are deeply 
affected by the arrival of this uniquely talented, witty and 
principled butler. He too undergoes a metamorphosis from being influenced by the 
snobbery of England’s upper class to discovering the more casual and parochial 
charms of Australia. 
! While the book’s primary theme focuses on the vagaries of love, its plot 
unfolds amidst more sinister emotions—jealousy, prejudice, violence, revenge and a 
dark secret that roils within the mind of this mysterious interloper. 
! The backdrop for this ‘rags-to-riches’ tale is the natural splendor of 
Australia’s landscapes, its unique flora and fauna, the quaint charms and customs of 
its people and their distinctive language and humor.
! After residing in Sydney for twenty-two years, Tom Snow recently moved 
back to his native U.S. and is now enjoying life on California’s Central 
Coast with his Australian wife and daughter.
! He is currently on the board of SLO NightWriters, where he served as the 
contest director for the 25th annual Golden Quill Awards. 
! As well as working on his next novel, Tom volunteers his time teaching 
bridge and participating in various organizations within the community coaching 
fledgling authors on publishing, critiquing and developing their creative skills.

http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00MXW2PQ0?btkr=1
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00MXW2PQ0?btkr=1
http://www.tlsnowauthor.com/
http://www.tlsnowauthor.com/
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“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

Critique Group Requests
Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

Continued Next Page

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
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Critique Group Connections, Continued
David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

! “A good many young writers make the mistake of enclosing a stamped, self-
addressed envelope, big enough for the manuscript to come back in. This is too much 
of a temptation to the editor.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Ring Lardner

mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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Membership Minute
 Wonder what an all-volunteer organization does with your 
membership money?  Do you feel like you’re getting your money’s 
worth? 

 Here are some of the things that your membership dues pay for:

! Rent on a space for monthly meetings;

! Nametags, pens, other office supplies related to meetings and 
other work of the organization;

! Computer software and training for our website and for our 
finances/record keeping;

! “I cannot write more than three or four lines of longhand without fainting. 
Even if I could, I wouldn’t be able to compose on anything but a typewriter, 
probably a bad habit from newspaper days.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !       ~Robert Benchley

! Snacks and beverages at our monthly meetings;

! Projects like the recent anthology: The Best of SLO NightWriters in Tolosa Press 
2009-2013;

! The annual writing contest: The Golden Quill Awards.

In addition, your board and other volunteers provide us with 12 two-hour meetings a 
year which include both education and entertainment, where you have a chance to learn 
from and meet writers, both aspiring and accomplished. Recently, they have added the pre-
meeting roundtables. Opportunities are provided to connect with others to create and join 
critique groups. Each month there is a 30-page newsletter packed with information for 
writers.

Is it worth it?  I think so!

Until next month,
Hanje Richards

Hanje Richards
Membership director
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.
! ! ! ! !

Word of the Month
“orgulous”

Definition: (adj. Old Fr., orguill, pride) 
Haughty, swaggering

Synonyms: proud, supercilious, imperious, 
lordly, overbearing

Usage: given his usual orgulous attitude, it 
was a wonder that he came to help out with 
the soup kitchen when the tornado ripped 
through the county. 

Quote 
of the Month

! “What I adore is supreme 
professionalism. I’m bored by writers 
who can only write when it is raining.”
! !
! ! ! ~Noel Coward
!   

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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NightWriters has just completed a project that has been so much 
fun that I should have paid someone for the privilege of being a 
part of it. Of course I’m speaking of the NW anthology, The Best 
of SLO NightWriters in Tolosa Press, 2009-2013.

I’d like to share the mission statement of SLO 
NightWriters, which is “to advance quality writing, promote 
publication, and expand author recognition in a forum that 
nurtures a spirit of community for all its members.”

The contents of the anthology and the effort that brought it 
to completion, in my opinion, make it a poster child for the NW 
mission. I think the Tolosa Editorial Committee and the 
Anthology committee would agree that our dealings with the 
talented authors in the column and the anthology have evoked a 
spirit of family, of community.

NW Anthology Report

In the spirit of this community, it seems appropriate to acknowledge the people who 
contributed to this effort.

The anthology was a labor of love, beginning with its origin in the twice a month 
column in Tolosa Press. Thanks to Chris Gardner, Founding Editor of Tolosa Press, and the 
editorial committee of Paul Fahey, Anne Peterson and Willy Brujins who vetted over 150 
stories, essays, and memoirs to keep a steady stream of NW members work ready for 
publication in the column. 

The second phase kicked off in January when a new committee—Paul Fahey, Jean 
Moelter, Susan Vasquez and Christine Ahern—began the intense process of putting the 
anthology together. As different skills were needed, we added Steve Kliewer and Tom 
Snow to our crew. Finally, Lillian Brown added her expertise in designing the ad that Tolosa 
Press will graciously be running until the end of the year, as well as the article about the 
process in the Tolosa publications. 

Our thanks to Tolosa owners, Bret and Lani Colhouer, and Coast News Editor, 
Theresa Wilson. Thanks to Tolosa staff member Kaila Lugo who worked with Lillian on the 
ad and article.

Thanks also to the NW board, particularly President Dennis Young, whose photo of 
Morro Rock graces the cover of the anthology, and who supported the efforts to make the 
anthology a reality. May this be the first anthology of many.

Finally, there would be no anthology without the amazing talent of the NightWriter 
members who recognized this adage, if you don’t submit you won’t get published, and if 
you don’t write you can’t submit. 
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Anthology Book Signings
If you missed the grand celebration at the October general meeting, you’ll still have a 

chance to celebrate with the authors at two book signings coming up. 
◊  The first will be at Coalesce Bookstore in Morro Bay on Sunday, November 16th from 

1-3. 
 ◊  The second will be at Volumes of Pleasure BookShoppe in Los Osos on Saturday, 

December 6th from 1-4.
Refreshments will be served, authors will be available to sign your books and there will 

be a raffle with an anthology as the prize.
Great holiday gifts—Solve those hard to buy-for people and give them the gift of an 

anthology—easy reading in the months to come.
Good News for Anthology Authors
At each of the events, you will receive a ticket for a drawing. The winner will receive a 

year’s extension of their membership. Bring friends and neighbors with you and you will 
receive an extra ticket for each one to increase your chances of winning.

Tolosa Press Staff: Founder Chris Gardner, 
Owners Bret and Lani Colhouer and Coast 
News Editor Theresa Wilson.
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Review: October Meeting
We met at 6:30 at our new location: United Church of Christ 

(Congregational) of San Luis Obispo, 11245 Los Osos Valley Rd. It has a 
large, well-lit parking lot, and it’s a beautiful building, more so as it was 
bathed in the light of the sunset. Our meeting room has its own 
entrance, separate from the sanctuary: bear to the right after you walk 
up the entryway. The meeting room was large, the chairs comfortable. 
There is an adjacent kitchen and nearby bathrooms. I was particularly 
intrigued by the alcove to the right as you face the podium and its 
ample, cozy chairs and large, stacked bookshelves. If I get lost one day, 

don’t worry about me until you’ve checked to see if I’m 
curled up there.

We are renting this meeting room and are in no way 
affiliated with this church or any other. Still, I did some 
sleuthing and was very impressed by mission statements of 
this church.  “No matter who you are or where you are on 
life’s journey, you’re welcome here.” “Our faith is 2,000 
years old. Our thinking is not.” “We believe in extravagant 
welcome.” Someday I might “get lost” and take a left into 
their sanctuary and check them out a little further.

After eating Tom Snow’s tasty stuffed mushrooms, we sat down for a literary treat: eight 
authors or their proxies read to us; four had been winners in the Golden Quill contest and four had 
been published in The Best of SLO Nightwriters in Tolosa Press 2009-2013 anthology, edited by 
Judythe A. Guarnera. All readings were fantastic, several were heartbreaking.  There are so many 
ways I could have honored these great selections here. I chose to highlight their great, descriptive 
sentences; I am trying to improve on mine, and I learned so much from these fine, rich examples. 

By Jan Alarcon

Since I bought the anthology, I am also including reviews of a 
few more of selections that caught my eye and stayed in my 
throat.

Golden Quill Contest: 
First Place Prose Winner: “Mrs. Meyer’s Morning,” by 

Victoria Kazarian, a powerful story about a woman who lost 
track of the passage of time. “I close my eyes and know that I 
was just here. It was not that long ago. This place and this 
time. No matter what they say. And it was my kitchen.”
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Second Place Prose Winner: “A Snapshot,” by Judy Kohren, a harrowing 
description of a woman’s final thoughts before execution. “Last week, she’s spotted 
a web in the corner of her cell. She inspected it for an inspirational little spider, one 
that weaved hope for a better tomorrow.” “But the web was empty; no 
motivational speeches would be spun there.”

First Place Poetry Winner: “Pentimento/Déjà Vu” by Donna Reese, a clever 
tale about an artist, his mistress, and his dead wife. “She feels again the nettles 
prick her flesh while he tries out short brush strokes that lose her body in the 
flowers. Even dead she is in the background.”

Second Place Poetry Winner: “Gift of Sight,” by Cathryn Cafell, a tender 
poem revealing the dreams and regrets of a mother and two sisters. “But I 
consider tomorrow a boomerang, each toss a chance to retrieve old sins, to pitch 
them again to the thundering sky.”

Selections from The Best of SLO Nightwriters in Tolosa Press 2009-2013, 
edited by Judythe A. Guarnera:

“Home for the Holidays,” by Andrea Chmelik, a touching description of a 
woman who visits her parents for Christmas, days before she is expected to sign 

divorce papers. “The stain from my coffee spill is still there, five years later. Some things last.”
“Last Call,” by Dennis Eamon Young, a fateful tale about a man expecting a second chance at 

love. “He slid around the curvy nighttime roads he knew like a lover, roads meant for slower 
speeds. He was alive with the rush of adrenaline.”

“Gift from the Aching Heart,” by Anne Unkovich, a delightful description of a 
businesswoman who is neglecting the one who may love her the most. “I thought of the moments 
when we gazed into each other’s eyes with unspoken adoration.” “Must love always be professed in 
its loudest notes?”

“Matt and Jean Do Laughter Yoga,” by Jean Moelter, a 
transformational story about the healing power of laughter. “I started to 
truly laugh, harder than I’d laughed for many months.  And I suddenly felt 
love for these nutty people.”

“The Need for a Two-Headed God,” by Ximena Tagle Ames, an 
inspirational, instructive essay about the proper use of January. “January 
could be the one month when we have time to reflect.  Undisturbed by 
thoughts of parties and food, we can take a moment to be at peace.”

“Aunt Doreen’s Legacy,” by Anne R. Allen, a tender send-off to a 
woman who only becomes a real to her nieces after her death. “She grabbed 
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me in a hug and my own eyes stung—as I felt 
real grief for our Aunt Dorren.”

Best of luck to all you NaNoWriMo 
writers. “It’s none of their business that you 
have to learn to write. Let them think you were 
born that way.”  Ernest Hemmingway

 Until Next Month, 

Jan Alarcon

!

A Writer’s Process

by: Elizabeth Roderick

Discussing: Chicken Soup for the Soul in the Classroom books 
by Anna Unkovich

Q: What things did you see as a teacher that motivated 
you to write your Chicken Soup for the Soul in the Classroom books?  

A: When I was a teacher, I discovered how powerful and 
helpful it was to read a short Chicken Soup story to my class each 
day. It improved their behavior, encouraged them to read at 
home, and created a more fruitful learning environment. 

When I retired in 2001, on my drive from Michigan to California, I pondered what to do 
with the next half of my life. I thought to myself, I should do something Chicken Soup. . .  They’re 
out there in CA somewhere. That led me to noticing when Jack Canfield was going to be at a 
book signing at the new Borders store in SLO (sadly, it has since closed its doors). I 
approached him then with my idea.

Q: How long did it take you to write the books?  
A: It was exactly four years to the day from me approaching Jack to me having my first 

book signing in the same store! It felt like a good omen.
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Q: What has been your strategy for marketing the books? What have you found most 
successful in doing so? 

A: I’ve attended the workshops, and listened to the webinars, and spent a lot of time 
and money learning the tools of marketing.  But, I’ve discovered that I hate marketing. Hate, 
hate, hate it. Initially, I did lots of talks to educator groups (my niche market), and lots of book 
signings. Both were fairly successful. Then, the CS folks sold to a new publisher and there 
was a LONG period of litigation between the old publisher and the new one. And, my life 
also got complicated so I was doing less speaking. That combination of things brought sales 
to almost a standstill. At age 66, I decided that I really don’t have to do anything that I hate. 
So, I’m putting it out there to find someone who’s passionate about marketing and willing to 
team up with me for a % of the profit. . . .this isn’t a typical agent as I already have the books 
published. It’s more like a personal assistant who wants to arrange speaking engagements 
for me. Whenever I speak, the books sell. Anyone interested?

Q: How did you prepare to write them? What research did you do, and how did you 
organize your thoughts? Did you construct an outline? 

A: At the time, I had over 30 years of experience in doing lesson plans. So, that part 
was easy. The research involved assessing the “power of story” as a tool for learning. I then 
chose a group of students to select their favorite stories. But initially, I wrote the book as a 
single K-12 curriculum, so the students had to select stories that could be understood by a 
first grader (with a little help from the teacher), but also wouldn’t be too childish for a senior 
in high school.  Furthermore, it had to reflect diversity, and had to appeal to male audiences 
(typically, non-readers). The selection team did a fabulous job, but as the project neared its 
completion, the publisher wanted it as 3 separate grade-level books AND they put it on “fast-
track” for a back-to-school release. I found myself working 18-hour days to meet the 
deadlines. We didn’t have time to select 100 new stories for each level of book, so 
approximately 90 of the stories are the same.  Obviously, the lesson plans are different for 
each level.  For that reason I tell people to NOT buy all 3 books.  

Q: What is your editing process? 
A: It’s NOT the recommended process of  “throw it up and clean it up” where you 

write, write, write and then edit at the end. I’m a bit obsessive about editing as I write, which 
takes a lot longer to do. I also do all of my creating longhand, and then type it onto my 
computer (again, very time-consuming). I simply cannot be creative at a computer.
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Q: What was the process for writing a Chicken Soup for the Soul book? Did you have to 
collaborate directly with Jack Canfield and Mark Hansen? 

A: Since my plan was to use existing CS stories, I had to have the cooperation of the CS 
people. I also had to be very persistent with Jack to get the program off the ground.  He was 
enthusiastic, but was not moving forward. While I waited for the “green light,” I did a great deal of 
original work in choosing the stories and in beginning the lesson plans. Once, I was officially 
allowed to start, I would work intensely and then drive to Santa Barbara for an hour’s worth of 
feedback from Jack. I had little interaction with Mark, except to take his intensive workshop on 
book marketing. I ran into a lot of obstacles because I was trying to do something totally different 
with the Chicken Soup brand. There were many tears shed before this project made it to press.

Q: What is your favorite part about writing? What is your least favorite part?
A: I love mentally doing much of the work. I’ll ponder ideas for days, even weeks, before 

putting pencil to paper. Once I begin, it flows easily onto the page with a minimum amount of 
editing. Marketing is my least favorite. I hate “selling” myself: it feels like bragging. 

Q: Is there anything you’re working on now that you’d like to 
tell us about? 

A: I followed the CS project with another collaborative book 
(Caring to Teach, Teaching to Care).  Right now I really enjoy writing 
flash fiction—I have instant gratification in doing a complete project 
that might take 10 minutes, not 4 years! And, I’ve successfully 
published several of these short pieces, and have won numerous 
contests. Ah, the joys of writing short, short, and very short stories .

Q:  What, if anything, have you learned from this process?  
A: If you really believe in something, you need to invest time 

and money to see it to completion. I spent much of my savings to 
attend workshops and seminars to learn the tools to be the best 
possible author that I could be. The writing was the EASY part! I also 
learned a lot about my personal self in the journey: I’m tougher than I 
thought, and more persistent than I thought.

Thank you, Ms. Unkovich!
If anyone would like to have their published book featured in 

this column, please contact Liz Roderick at elizabethroderick@att.net.

mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
mailto:elizabethroderick@att.net
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2. Participle Phrase: starts with a present or past participle and modifies the noun or 
pronoun that is implicitly involved in the action expressed by the participle: holding the dog 
by its collar; pulled tight across the frame; long admired for his patience.

3. Gerund Phrase: a participle phrase that functions as a noun or pronoun: Using 
profane language is not permitted. (The gerund phrase is the subject of the verb permitted.)

4. Infinitive Phrase: starts with an infinitive, to: It was their desire to serve humanity; I 
have a bone to pick with you; he wanted to see if the birds had left the nest.

5. Noun Phrase: a noun with its determiners and modifiers. A noun phrase can have 
any number of modifiers in it. It is the entire noun phrase, not just the noun, that would be 
replaced by a pronoun: The furniture, which they had saved so hard for, had been slashed with a 
knife; His best six young black-and-white dairy cows in the lower field that have not yet been milked 
are getting restless.

6. Verb Phrase: Grammarians do not agree on what to recognize as a verb phrase. This 
type is a verb and its main auxiliaries: She could have been watching him.

Take a look at your writing. Do you use one form of phrase more than another? Is there 
a form you don’t use at all? Knowing the six different types of phrases will help you express 
what you need to say in the best possible way. After all, a story is just words working together 
in moveable groups. It’s all in how you phrase it! 

Words work together in groups that can be moved around as 
single units. Phrases are groups of words that do not have a subject 
and finite verb. However, other structures that do have subjects and 
verbs can be inserted within them.

There are six types of phrases that are recognizable sometimes 
because of their form and sometimes because of their function:

1. Prepositional Phrase: begins with a preposition (of, at, to) 
followed by a nominal (noun, pronoun or noun clause) as its 
object: at the count of ten; of extraordinary eloquence; to whoever asked 
for it.

A Phrase Is A Phrase Is A Phrase

By: Susan Tuttle
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Spotlight On...
! This month, Spotlight On… talks to Mary Weber, whose teen 
fantasy novel, Storm Siren, debuted a few months ago.

 “Who are you?” 
Hey there! Thanks for having me! I’m Mary Weber, the author of 

Storm Siren, which released in August (as the 1st in a trilogy) from 
Thomas Nelson HarperCollins. I’ve been a member of NightWriters for 
four years, and for the past two I’ve brought my daughter, Rilian, to the 

by: Mike Price

meetings as well! She’s an avid songwriter and loves the inspiration and encouragement the 
NightWriters community dishes out. 

 “Who is your greatest inspiration?”
My husband and three kids. They empower my soul and writing so much.

“Do you have a blog?”
I do! www.mchristineweber.com Although, admittedly, I tend to haunt Instagram 

(MaryWeberAuthor) and Twitter (@mchristineweber) more often these days!!

“What is your favorite book, movie, or play?
My favorite novel is currently Howl’s Moving Castle (because it makes me laugh!). 

Favorite movies are Underworld (because vamps and lichens) and Babe (yes, the pig movie – 
because I cry EVERY SINGLE TIME). And my favorite play (well, technically a musical) is The 
Phantom of the Opera. Those songs!!

 “What genre do you like to write?”
Fantasy for teens!

 “Do you have a day job?”
I work part-time as a youth minister—which means I get to attend youth camps and 

hang out with my kids and their friends and call it work.

 “How does your family support you in your writing?”
IN. EVERY. WAY. Seriously, I can’t tell you how often my husband has simply looked at 

me and said, “I believe you can do this,” and then adjusted our world to enable me to do so. 
His support has made all the difference.

 “How does NightWriters help you?”
Being part of a community of writers who have so much varied experience to share and

http://www.mchristineweber.com
http://www.mchristineweber.com
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NW Facebook Tutorial
Dear NightWriters,

 We love to hear from you! We believe that sharing your success and your struggles can 
inspire fellow NightWriters and make our writing community even tighter. 
 Whether it's a new blog post, finished edits, rewrites, signings, tours, and even rejection 
letters (especially rejection letters!), let us know. Every Wednesday we will ask for Kudos on 
our social media sites. 
 Here is a little tutorial on how to 
share your kudos on our Facebook page. 

1. Log into your Facebook account. 
In the search bar at the upper left, 
type in SLO NightWriters.

2. Type your message and hit “post!”

3. You're done!

 
 
 To see what your fellow NightWriters 
are posting, scroll down until you see “Posts 
to Page” on the left: 

 If you have any questions, please don’t  
hesitate to contact me at 
chmelik.andre@gmail.com. 

Yours,
Andrea Chmelik
NW Social Media Coordinator

mailto:chmelik.andre@gmail.com
mailto:chmelik.andre@gmail.com
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Paso Robles Senior Center Writing 
Group

They say time flies when you’re having fun. I can’t believe our 
writing group has been meeting since July. I enjoy facilitating the 
group immensly.

We are a diverse group of about eight people. While some 
members can’t always come, we have a core group who are very 
regular. 

Many people are interested in writing their memoirs and I have 
been so fortunate in hearing a wide variety of stories. I am always 
fascinated and amazed by the details in these life stories. We range from 
times lived before World War Two and after. We share some incredibly 
poignant, interesting and valuable accounts. 

By: Janice 
Konstantinidis

support to give has been huge. It’s like being on a team and we’re 
all cheering each other toward similar goals. I love it. :0)

 “How do you handle rejection letters?” 
Well…sometimes I cry (but not always!). And then I pull up 

my bottom lip and tackle the subject again, or figure out how to 
rewrite it better, or (when I was querying agents) send out another 
submission. At the end of the day I think simply continuing to 
move forward and learn from any feedback as well as having 
another project in the works are the best things in that regard.

 “Tell us something surprising about yourself.”
I get horrible motion sickness. Like, I’ve been known to 

become nauseous in rocking chairs.

 “Besides writing, what are your other hobbies?”
Definitely spending time with my husband and kids – we 

love to hike and goof off together. I also have an obsession with 
cooking and reading. And eating! I’m a total foodie. ;0)

Thanks for hosting me, Mike!!!!!

(Ed. Note: Storm Siren is an amazing read for adults as well
as teens. I’m anxiously awaiting the next in the series.)
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Winery Book Signing Event
! On Saturday, November 1, NightWriters Barbara M. Hodges, Tony Piazza, 
R. Lawson Gamble and Susan Tuttle—all also members of the Central Coast 
Chapter of Sisters in Crime (SinC)—congregated as part of SinC with their books at 
the Zaca Mesa Winery in Los Olivos for a book signing event. This successful event 
was a first step in exploring alternative ways to let our community know about the 
wonderful writers who live in SLO and northern Santa Barbara counties. Zaca 
Mesa Winery was so pleased with the event and the attention it drew, that they are 
considering a more inclusive future event that will include readings as well as 
book signings.

L-R: R. Lawson Gamble, 
Susan Tuttle, Barbara M. 
Hodges, Susan Piazza

Tony Piazza

Other members of the group write poetry, haiku and prose. We really have some very 
gifted members. I am confident that some people who are in our group will be able to 
publish their work.

We are open to all genres and styles. We have room for all people who would like to 
write. Please bear in mind that you don’t have to be a writer to come to our group.  If you 
have something you’d like to write about—a sunny day, a grandchild, your life’s story, 
please come. We will be glad to help you with your writing.

I just know there’s someone out there with a holiday story to tell us.  How about you 
come along and let us hear it.

We meet each Wednesday at the Paso Robles Senior Center at 1:30pm.
For more information, contact me at: jkon50@gmail.com. 

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
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NW Anthology Hits the Airwaves!
! ! NightWriter Charlie Perryess and several friends will be reading stories from the 
SLO NightWriter anthology, The Best of SLO NightWriters in Tolosa Press, 2009-2013, on the
radio:
! Tune to KEBF 97.3, The Rock or stream at Esterobayradio.org for those who don't 
happen to live in Cayucos, Morro Bay or Los Osos)
! When: November 9th 
! Time:  9-9:30 PM

◊ Christmas at Chantilly Farm by Christine Ahern, narrated by Theresa Kubasak
◊ Jackson's Plan by C. S. Perryess, narrated by Charlie Perryess
◊ C'mon in the Water's Fine by Anne Peterson, narrated by Theresa Kubasak
◊ I Call it Power-Lounging by Anne Peterson, narrated by Theresa Kubasak
◊ Dusk by Willy Bruijns , narrated by Charlie Perryess
◊ Bag Lady Fears by Anne R. Allen, narrated by Theresa Kubasak
◊ The Play's the Thing by Paul Fahey, narrated by Judy Neuhauser & Charlie Perryess

! These stories were aired on Sunday, November 2nd, from 9:00-9:30 pm:
◊ The Night the Whippoorwills Came Back by Anna Unkovich, narrated by Judy Neuhauser
◊ Gift from an Aching Heart by Anna Unkovich, narrated by Charlie Perryess
◊ Figment by Susan Tuttle narrated by Judy Neuhauser
◊ The Burgundy Room by Christine Ahern, narrated by Judy Neuhauser
◊ Slender Thread by Paul Fahey, narrated by Charlie Perryess
◊ Aunt Doreen's Legacy by Anne R. Allen narrated by Judy Neuhauser
◊ Ahoy Cripples by Anne Peterson narrated by Judy Neuhauser

Congratulations again to all our NW Anthology authors!
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! “I rather fancy that most authors think of a character and then think of what he 
would do. I think of something to be done and then think of the most interesting 
character to do it.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~C. S. Forester

http://Esterobayradio.org
http://Esterobayradio.org
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GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

4 Ways to Write A Killer Plot Twist
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Excerpted from: Story Trumps Structure
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! By: Steven James

! As writers, we want our narratives to build and build and then—boom! A major 
revelation is revealed. Then another. And another. That’s what keeps readers turning pages and 
coming back for more. And more. But how do we write plot twists and turns into our stories 
without being overly obvious? How do we surprise readers without coming completely out of 
left field? Here are 4 things to keep in mind when crafting your plot twists:
1. Eliminate the Obvious: When coming up with your story’s climax, discard every possible 

solution you can think of for your protagonist to succeed. Then think of more and discard 
them, too. You want an ending that’s so unforeseen that no one can guess how it ends (or 
how it will get there). So ask yourself: what do I need to change to create a more believable 
world for each twist I’m including? How can I drop the gimmicks and depend more on the 
strength of my narrative to build to my twist? How can I make sure readers enjoy the story 
even more because of the twist? How can I improve the pre-twist story?

2. Redirect Suspicion: Constantly ask what readers are expecting, then twist the story in 
another direction. Ask: How can I do a better job of burying clues readers need to have in 
order to accept the ending? Where do I need to bring these clues to the surface? Bury clues in 
the emotion or action of a scene, so the reader is concentrated on the feelings or action rather 
than the clue. Use red herrings, dead ends, misdirection and foils. 

3. Avoid Gimmicks: Readers don’t want to waste their time. The twist should never occur in a 
way that makes them feel tricked, deceived or insulted. Great twists always deepen the story, 
never cheapen it. Dream sequences have become a tired cliche. Make sure to let the reader 
know beforehand that it’s a dream. It can be just as frightening and can also end in a way 
that’s not predictable. Ask: Will readers feel tricked, deceived or insulted by this twist? How 
can I better respect their ability to guess the ending of my story?

4. Write Toward Your Readers’ Reaction:  Readers respond in three ways—”No way!” “Huh. 
Nice.” and “Oh, yeah!” For a “No way!” response, convince them there’s only one possible 
solution, then surprise them with another. For “Huh. Nice,” lead the reader into uncertainty. 
Create an unbalanced, uncertain world where more than one person can be the antagonist. If 
you want an “Oh, yeah!” response, emphasize the cleverness by which the protagonist gets 
out of the situation, often by a special talent, skill or emblem embedded earlier in the story.

! Knowing just how to craft the perfect plot twists for each of your stories will have 
readers telling each other, “You have to read this. It’s incredible!”
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Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK!
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President: * Position Open
Secretary: Carol Schmidt
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Janice Konstantinidis
Contest Committee Chair: Tom Snow
Publicity Director: Randy Ross
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Coordinator: *Position Open 
Member-At-Large: Andrea Chmelik
Writers’ Workshops Coordinator: *Position Open 
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Andrea 
Chmelik (*Looking for new Manager)
Welcome Committee: Hanje Richards
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick 
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Sharyl Heber, Rebecca Waddell 
NW Historian: Sharyl Heber

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

  Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: November 11th, 6:30 pm, at United 
Church of Christ Meeting Hall, 11245 Los Osos Valley 
Road, San Luis Obispo. November meeting begins at 6:30 
pm. Sign in for critique reading begins at 6:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact Anita Hunt, Critique 
Group Coordinator to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW Newsletter and on the NW 
Web site. hunt6465@charter.net 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com or Anita Hunt Critique Group 
Coordinator (hunt6465@charter.net) with your critique needs and genres and she’ll do her best to assist 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
! ! ! liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays from 9:00 
am-12:00 noon (subject to change). Adult and 
children’s fiction and nonfiction. No genre or 
skill level restrictions. Meets in Paso Robles. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com 

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator! ! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

What If? Writing Group III (Monday 
Evening Group)

This group is on hiatus at this time. If you are 
interested in an evening class, contact the 
moderator.
Moderator:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

WHAT IF? WRITING GROUP II (Wed. 
pm Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each session, 
then analyzed according to the objective of the 
day’s goal. Based on writing exercises designed 
to jump-start the creative process (gleaned from 
a variety of published authors), these sessions 
take writers through the process of writing 
fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who want 
to learn the process of crafting a well-told story 

while developing their own voice and style. We 
explore such topics as ideas, character, story arc, 
tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, resolution, 
writing mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly 
fee involved for this class to cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Contacts:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Lorie Brallier share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! ! ! Lorie Brallier, 528-8845

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully committed 
to helping one another craft material in the 
chosen genres with helpful critiques and 
encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Moderator:!! Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

What If? Writing Group I (a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in Grover 
Beach from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (gleaned from a variety 
of published authors), these sessions take 
writers through the process of writing fiction 
from inception of idea to the final resolution. 
This group is for all fiction/non-fiction writers 
who want to learn the process of crafting a well-
told story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

Full Critique Groups: Call To Visit
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story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc. There is a 
small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials.
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome

Moderator:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com
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